DISCUSSION WITH C.   F. ANDREWS                           231

I am not worthy; cold and bare

The lodging of my soul;
How canst thou  deign to enter there?

Lord, speak and make me whole,

"How closely it resembles the hymn of Tulsidas you are so fond of I"
said Mr. Andrews, when he had finished. Bapu answered, to the agreeable
surprise of Mr. Andrews:

I have heard it before, I heard it sung in 1893. I used to
meet Christians of all denominations then in South Africa1 and
I distinctly remember having heard the hymn at the Sunday
services which I used to attend.

Here he recalled some of his old reminiscences connected with his
Christian friends, which I need not give here. This over, Bapu said:

But I called you here for an entirely different reason. I wish
you to understand properly the meaning of the Spinning Fran-
chise.

Then there followed a lengthy talk, an account of which I give here as
accurately as possible:

BAPU: You did not like my article2 in the latest issue of
Toting India. But I tell you the argument is irresistible* You
disapprove of my article because you omit to take note of the
concluding portion, where I make it clear that my appeal is ad-
dressed only to those who believe in voluntary spinning as an
absolute necessity for the country. They should have no difficulty
in accepting the condition of having to spin and contribute 2,000
yards of yarn. When you say you will spin voluntarily, you
should have no hesitation in readily joining an institution where
the condition of membership is to ply the wheel. That is precise-
ly why I said that in a country such as France, where extreme
importance is attached to military training, it would be perfectly
legitimate to lay down military training as an indispensable condi-
tion of membership in its National Assembly. If today in India
we accept the importance of spinning, we ought most naturally
to agree to it as a condition of membership in the Congress.

ANDREWS: Your point is very weak. That you should make any compa-
rison with French military training is terrible! I would rather go to jail or be-

1  Vide An Autobiography, Part II, Gh. XI.
2 yide "The Spinning Franchise",   16-10-1924.   Gandhiji seems to have
shown this to G. F-. Andrews before its publication in Toung India,